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- PRESS RELEASE - 

BYSIEWICZ: WITH SURGE OF NEW 
VOTERS, TOTAL NUMBER REGISTERED IN 

CONNECTICUT SURPASSES 2,000,000  
 

LATEST FIGURES FROM SECRETARY OF THE STATE SHOW NEARLY 220,000 
NEW VOTERS HAVE REGISTERED FOR 2008 ELECTIONS; TOWN OFFICES 

ACROSS THE STATE WILL HOLD SATURDAY REGISTRATION SESSIONS 10/18  
 
HARTFORD:  Less than three weeks before the most historic national election in 
generations, Secretary of the State Susan Bysiewicz today is reporting that a surge in new 
voter registrations has pushed the total number of registered voters in Connecticut to over 
2,000,000 – one of the highest such figures in state history.  Specifically, since January 
1st of this year, nearly 220,000 Connecticut residents have become newly registered 
voters. 
 
“By all accounts 2008 has seen unprecedented interest in our political process and that 
has only been heightened in recent days,” said Secretary Bysiewicz.  “Now that Election 
Day is upon us, more and more Connecticut residents are realizing it’s time to make a 
serious decision about the future of this country and they clearly want to make their 
voices heard on November 4th.  It’s truly inspiring.” 
 
Just in the first half of October, nearly 50,000 new voters have registered for the 
November general election.  As of October 15th the total number of registered voters in 
Connecticut is 2,021,749.  The largest group of registered voters in Connecticut is 
unaffiliated, accounting for 845,311 voters.  There are 750,999 registered Democrats and 
418, 531 registered Republicans. (A complete list is attached) 
 
Since the beginning of this year 217,126 Connecticut residents have become newly 
registered voters.  Of those, 92,752 new voters have registered as Democrats, compared 
to 28,652 new Republican voters and 94,342 new unaffiliated voters. 



Once again, young people in Connecticut between the ages of 18 and 29 continue to be 
the largest group of new voters registering for the November 4th election.  Since January 
1st, some 91,485 young people have become newly registered voters.  Of those new 
younger voters, 39,392 have registered as Democrats compared to 9,959 who have 
chosen the Republican Party and 41,504 who have signed up as unaffiliated. 
 
“All indicators are pointing towards a record turnout on Election Day November 4th and 
young people are leading the way,” said Bysiewicz.  “Cities across Connecticut such as 
Torrington, Danbury, Manchester, New Haven, Bridgeport Norwich and many others are 
seeing much heavier requests for absentee ballots in 2008 than they did for our last 
presidential election in 2004.  I fully expect that we could see a voter turnout figure of 
90% of registered voters on November 4th and we may even break the all-time 
Connecticut record of 93% set in 1960.” 
 
Secretary Bysiewicz is also reminding voters that registration forms sent by mail must be 
postmarked no later than Tuesday October 21st and the final deadline to register to vote in 
person at town offices is Tuesday October 28th at 8:00 p.m.  Registrars of Voters in every 
municipality in Connecticut will be available in their offices this Saturday October 18th 
from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. to register voters. 
 
For more information about Connecticut’s safe, easy, and secure optical scan voting 
system and to download voter registration forms, visit www.vote-EZ-CT.com 
 
                     ACTIVE VOTERS BY PARTY 10/15/2008            
                                                                  
                                                                  
PARTY                                                     COUNT   
--------------------------------------------------  -----------   
A Better Future                                               3   
A Connecticut Party                                      52   
A Sentinel Party                                            35   
Concerned Citizens                                     263   
Connecticut For Lieberman                           53   
Democratic                                             750,999   
Enfield Taxpayers Party                                   2   
Friends Of Saybrook                                       20   
Green                                                          1,845   
Independence                                              1,396   
Independence For Montville                           11   
Independent                                                2,139   
Libertarian                                                    919   
Norwich for Change                                         1 
Orange Taxpayers                                             8 
Pro-Bethel                                                         5 
Reform                                                            95 
Republican                                               418,531 
Swing                                                                 1 
Unaffiliated                                              845,311 
Waterford Independent                                      1 
Winsted Independent                                        43 
Working Families                                             15 
Working Families Party                                     1 
                                                    =========== 
                                           TOTAL      2,021,749 



                    NEW VOTERS BY PARTY SINCE 01/01/08           
                                                                 
                                                                 
PARTY                                                     COUNT  
--------------------------------------------------  -----------  
A Connecticut Party                                           1  
Concerned Citizens                                            2  
Connecticut For Lieberman                              32  
Democratic                                                92,752  
Friends Of Saybrook                                          1  
Green                                                              227  
Independence                                                  471  
Independent                                                    464  
Libertarian                                                      163  
Reform                                                             12  
Republican                                                  28,652  
Unaffiliated                                                 94,342  
Winsted Independent                                           1  
Working Families                                                5   
Working Families Party                                       1   
                                                    ===========   
                                              TOTAL        217,126   
 

            NEW REGISTERED VOTERS SINCE 01/01/08 AGE 18 TO 29  
                                                                
                                                                
PARTY                                                     COUNT 
--------------------------------------------------  ----------- 
A Connecticut Party                                           1 
Connecticut For Lieberman                              15 
Democratic                                                  39,392 
Green                                                               127 
Independence                                                   191 
Independent                                                     195 
Libertarian                                                         95 
Reform                                                                4 
Republican                                                    9,959 
Unaffiliated                                                 41,504 
Working Families                                                 1 
Working Families Party                                        1 
                                                    =========== 
                                                 TOTAL       91,485 

NEW VOTERS REGISTERED IN 2008 BY MONTH 

January   22,404 

February  19,603 

March      8,784 

April   9,903 

May  14,435 

June  12,916 

July 17,280 

August 18,840 

September 43,243 

October  49,657 
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